^^^^^T^^^^i i_i \m yw .;■ \i • j nym tm j ■ «_■ I ■ j,_i i^« i^ fj» i*i * fm s_* He (POW) is required at all times to safeguard any military information he possesses and to make no statements and take no action that might embarrass or discredit the United States. His indicated course of action is to remain firm but respectful. He can rest assured that the United States will act with vigor and speed to obtain his release. He can be certain that all of the resources of our Government will be brought to bear to this end. The United States has sent American armed forces into combat, at the risk of starting a world war, to protect South Koreans, and South Vietnamese. In addition, US forces have been sent to Lebanon and to the Dominican Republic to protect those people at the risk of The United States' "stated" goals as they pertain to POW treatment are:
GOALS THAT APPLY TO CAPTURED US PERSONNEL
The United States has sought to provide protection and humane treatment for its nationals in the hands of the enemy, and has continued to do so throughout its history to include the conflict in Vietnam. The manner in which this goal is achieved varies with emphasis placed upon its achievement. The emphasis is tempered by the legal, technological, political and ideological demands of the time and the nature of the enemy and style of combat.
From time to timo this goal has come into conflict with other goals which were accorded a higher priority. The milestones toward its achievement were realized more so between wars than during them. Nevertheless despite the variations and vacillations the protection and humane treatment of U.S. nationals has always been an important goal of the U.S.
Looking back through American history it is very difficult to find a war where United States POW's were not executed, tortured, starved,and mistreated. Therefore the United States has never achieved its goals and unless policies change,captured American nationals never will receive humane treatment. This report will show; first -that the United States has never achieved its goal to obtain humane treatment for American POW's; second -that the United States failed to meet its obligations to American POW's in the Korean and Vietnam Wars. / Exchange of prisoners though urged by humanity is not politic. It would give fcrce to the British and add little to our own. Few Americans belong to the Army and the enlistments of those who do is nearly expired. We shall not exchange long-term "Red Coat regulars" for short term enlistees.
In addition, Washington did not want to exchange healthy British 
Prisoner conduct was not an issue. World War II was the "popular war." A great victory had been achieved. The treatment of the POW's especially by Japan had been so savage that any misconduct by American prisoners of war was forgotten.
In that war military force was used to the maximum as soon as it was possible, to liberate the POW's. Also, underground systems were developed throughout Europe to help POW's escape and to return to their respective forces. In addition, Japanese and German leaders guilty of committing atrocious acts were brought to justice.
Geneva Convention
Many nations of the world were appalled by the horrible death toll of World War II. As a result they convened in Geneva in 1949 to attempt to define high standards for protecting and providing hu- In every war but one /that is Korea/ that the United States has fought the conduct of its servicemen who were captured and held in enemy prison camps presented no unforeseen problems to the armed forces and gave rise to no particular concern in the country as a whole. 
The Civil War prisoner conduct was no better, thousands of Confederate soldiers defected to the Federal Army and vice versa.
Does this quote sound familiar?
Prison life to them was a disaster, appaling and overwhelming. . . . Some relapsed almost at once into helpless and hopeless apathy, caring for nothing, thinking of nothing except the homes and friends they had left. Huddled in corners they sat for hours gazing into vacancy. Nostalgia (homesickness) occasionally appears on the surgeons' reports as the cause of death of a prisoner, but there can be no question that it was a contributing cause in many cases attributed to other diseases.^ Korea? No, the American Civil War.
World War I recorded 170,000 draft dodgers and deserters.
Even in the "popular" war, World War II, the Army worried about lack of dedication among its troops. Another quote that sounds like it came from the authors distorting Korea:
There was only a handful of collaborators and informers. But there were many indeed who became so demoralized that they abandoned every tenet of personal integrity, honor, loyalty and the accepted standards of human behavior. These sank to the level of animals or worse. There v/as the selfish, dog-eat-dog, every-man-forhimself attitude among the prisoners and little group spirit. Discipline generally collapsed at the time of surrender. Many of the men would no longer obey the orders of their officers. Many of the officers, on the other hand, abandoned all responsibility and made no effort to control or take care of the men. Military organizations fell apart, and were further broken up by the /enemy/ in a wellcalculated effort to destroy group cohesion and convert the prisoners into an easily dominated, amorphous mass. Once the marches were over and they reached the prison camps things did not improve much. In the worst of the camps, the prisoners existed by the skin of their teeth and raw courage. Men in the bad camps were known to lose 50 pounds in a matter of weeks. One camp called "the caves" was extremely bad.
They were caverns where men were confined. Here they were forced to sleep without blankets. Then food was thrown at them. There
were no latrine facilities. In "the caves" the prisoners were subjected to a condition of misery and degradation almost unbelievable.
In winter opportunities for torture increased, POW's are known to have been marched barefooted onto the frozen Yalu River where water was poured over their feet. With temperatures well below 20 degrees, the water froze immediately, and prisoners were left for hours with their feet frozen into the ice to "reflect" on their crimes.
We could go on and on listing atrocities committed against American POW's. However, it is apparent that once again certain individuals have distorted the facts about American POW's in Korea.
Actual Cases of Collaborations
Mr. Kinkead makes the assertions that one man in every seven, or more than 13% were guilty of "serious collaboration." However, the official records prove differently. Out of almost 4,000 Army repatriates 82 were considered for trial, only 47 of these were "approved for court-martial" by reviewing authority. Only 14 of the 47 were ever tried and of those tried only 11 were convicted.
In addition, only ten were convicted of offenses involving collaboration with the enemy and that their offenses were in some instances judged by the court so slight or so mitigated by circumstances, as not to warrant severe punishment. So by "legal
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criteria" only 10 of 4,000 American POW's have been proved guilty of "collaboration."
Actions Taken •^;--»:-. Hanoi has claimed that American POW's are being treated "humanely" under a "lenient policy." However, Navy Lieutenant ist men to be released from North
Vietnam publicly exploded these claims of good treatment. He said:
Robert F. Frisitfnan, one of the lai I don't think solitary confinement, forced statements, living in a cage for three years, being put in straps, f^ not being allowed to sleep or eat, removal of fingernails, being hung from the ceiling, having an infected arm which was almost lost, not receiving medical care, being dragged along with a broken leg, or not allowing the exchange of mail to prisoners of war are humane. I stayed in that position for the next twenty-nine days, except for two periods each day when I was allowed to relieve myself and was fed a small bowl of rice.
My normal weight is 170 pounds, and I estimate that, when I came out of there twenty-nine days later I was down to about 115 pounds.
In conclusion, I think we can safely say that the North Vietnamese will go down in history as the most inhumane and cruel enemy we have ever fought because of the sheer number of years they are making so many of our men suffer -END 8
What is most discouraging is that there appears to be no relief in sight for Americans being held captive in North Vietnam. The United States will not achieve its goals, and life for the American POW will not improve until the US proves to the world that we will not tolerate the murdering, torturing^nd enslaving of Americans. . 
